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Associations concerned with scholarly writing 



Main recommendations for authors, reviewers and editors 

http://www.councilscienceeditors.org/wp-content/uploads/entire_whitepaper.pdf 

http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf 





http://www.icmje.org/ 



Narrative reviews 

Often favoured by Publishers 

Highly cited 

Contain updated information for 

practitioners 



Review articles 

Editorials 

Authoritative reviews 

Recommendations 

Narrative reviews (with systematic 

approach) 

Qualitative systematic reviews 

Quantitative systematic reviews 



Hypotheses 





PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews 

and Meta-Analyses)  





http://www.prisma-statement.org/Extensions/ScopingReviews 

http://www.prisma-statement.org/documents/PRISMA-ScR-Fillable-

Checklist_11Sept2019.pdf 



Prospective register of systematic reviews 

https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/ 



Guidelines 

https://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/352/bmj.i1152.full.pdf 

https://www.equator-network.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/03/AGREE-Reporting-Checklist.pdf 

http://www.right-statement.org/ 
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Narrative reviews 

Titles 

• The title should reflect the content, be 

concise and short. Put question when 

the review yield an answer(s) 

• Some editors and reviews provide 

alternative titles 







Jamali HR, Nikzad M. Article title type and its relation with the number of downloads and citations. 

Scientometrics DOI 10.1007/s11192-011-0412-z 

Titles 
• Indicate the 

subject 

• Short 

• Informative 

• Attractive 

Declarative 

Descriptive or 

neutral 

 Interrogative 

(question) 

Recommended for 

reviews 



Articles with question titles 

downloaded more but cited less than 

the others 

 
Analysis was based on PLoS articles 

Jamali HR, Nikzad M. Article title type and its relation with the number of downloads and citations. 

Scientometrics DOI 10.1007/s11192-011-0412-z 



Jacques TS, Sebire NJ. The impact of article titles on citation hits: an analysis of 

general and specialist medical journals. Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Short 

Reports 2009, 1(2), 1–5. 

•Analysis of 25 most cited and 

the 25 least cited in 2005 in 

top rank journals (TLN, BMJ, 

J Clin Pathol) 

Reference to a specific country in the title 

Poor predictors of citations 



Structuring review 

Structured abstract (preferable) 

Keywords (from MeSH) 

Introduction. Justify novelty and aim 

Structuring by the topic major 

subheadings 





Multidisciplinary databases 

• Scopus    

http://www.scopus.com/home.url 

 

 

 

• Web of Science 

 http://wokinfo.com/ 

Searches through databases 



Specialist databases 

• MEDLINE 

 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/ 

• EMBASE/Excerpta Medica 

 http://www.embase.com/ 

• The Cochrane Library 

http://www.thecochranelibrary.com 

• Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health 

Literature (CINAHL) 

 http://www.ebscohost.com/cinahl/ 

• Global Health 

 http://www.cabi.org/ 

• PsycINFO 

 www.apa.org/pubs/databases/psycinfo 



DOAJ for retrieving free items 



Structuring review 

• Unbiased & Comprehensive searches: 

retrieve items with evidence from at least 2 

global databases (eg MEDLINE, Scopus, 

Cochrane Datab Syst Rev) 

• Consider highly-cited items 

• Set datelines 

• Do not cite unpublished and retracted 

items, textbooks, congress abstracts, 

dissertations, not peer-reviewed magazines 

and newspapers 





Case-based reviews 



Target journals 

https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php?category=2745 





Conclusions 

Authors, reviewers and editors should be 

aware of reporting guidelines and skilled to 

perform systematic and comprehensive 

searches through multidisciplinary and 

specialist databases. 

Adherence to authorship, conflict of interest, 

target journal selection, and proper 

(innovative) writing recommendations of 

global editorial associations is advisable. 


